Iskra is the Russian word for spark.

Iskra the music duo had its start with Tony Hanmer writing some song lyrics, starting in the mid-1980s in Canada.  But he failed to find a music writer for them until he gave a song to Mike Hughes, when the two were flatmates in St. Petersburg, Russia, in 1994.  Mike came back half an hour later with the music and the rest, as they say, is history.  From then on the songs flowed, a total of about 80 of them over several years.  Mike played guitar and occasionally piano, Tony did most of the singing and sometimes played tambourine.  Most of the vocals are Tony's with Mike backing up, although Mike did sing lead on a few songs.  The pair began performing at IFES (International Fellowship of Evangelical Students) gatherings in St Petersburg, and sometimes were able to record their concerts on small cassette players.  They also recorded one basic studio album, in Pushkin, in 1996.  Iskra's creative and performative outpouring, never intended to be a career, came to a gradual end when Mike moved back to the UK in 1997 and got married.  The two have remained friends.

Tony decided to archive the total of Iskra's recordings for posterity, along with lyrics.  So in 2001, in Tbilisi, Georgia, he transferred the material from cassettes to mp3 format, a total of about 550 MB of audio material.  Now, this is finally all available for download on the Internet Archive.  It all dates from 1993 to 1997.

NOTES
The songs are arranged into albums based on occasion of recording, dated when this is known.  File naming conventions are:  session name, song order number, song name, suffix.  (For live concerts, Tony usually introduced each song, in Russian or in English.  These introductions are given the suffix "a" after the song name, and the songs themselves are suffixed "b".  (No suffix means there was no introduction, or it was very short.))

Voronezhskaya is the street where Mike and Tony lived for a while, and a couple of concerts were performed there.

StP is St Petersburg, Russia.

SPCU is St Petersburg Chrsitian University.

Radio Teos is a Russian Christian radio channel, which interviewed Tony and aired three of Iskra's studio recordings once.

STEPS is Tony's church in Milborne Port, Somerset, UK.

Demo versions and studio outtakes are included for interest in how things evolved.

The lyrics are arranged in chronological order - that is, the order in which the words were written.